PRESS RELEASE

29 May 2020

BARFOOT & THOMPSON BWF WORLD JUNIOR
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2020 RESCHEDULED TO JANUARY 2021

The Badminton World Federation (BWF) today announced the new dates for the BARFOOT &
THOMPSON BWF World Junior Championships 2020, which were scheduled to be held in Auckland,
New Zealand in September this year.

The rescheduled dates for the world event are 11-24 January 2021. Only those athletes eligible
for the originally scheduled championships will be allowed to enter.

The new time frame gives the BWF, Badminton New Zealand and tournament organisers the best
chance to stage a successful event for the large volume of junior players expected to travel to
Auckland.

New Dates

¢ BARFOOT & THOMPSON BWF World Junior Mixed Team Championships (11-16 Jan)
e BARFOOT & THOMPSON BWF World Junior Championships (18-24 Jan)

BWF Secretary General Thomas Lund said: “With all things considered, we believe the move is
the best option in order to avoid any possible complexities linked to travel and other lingering
COVID-19-related impacts.

“We look forward to working with Badminton New Zealand to put on a great show in Auckland.”

Badminton New Zealand Chief Executive Joe Hitchcock is still confident that players and
supporters will have an unforgettable experience when the event eventually takes place.

“At the moment, the uncertainty of the global situation is challenging but we will work closely
with the BWF and our event partners on plans for a rescheduled event. And we fully understand
that we are guided by New Zealand Government regulations and international border control
measures,” Hitchcock said.

“"When the time is right, we will welcome the world’s best young badminton talent to Auckland
because we know that teams travelling to New Zealand will have the experience of a lifetime, and
the event with leave a lasting positive legacy.”
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ABOUT BWF

The Badminton World Federation (BWF) is the international governing body of the sport of
badminton, recognised by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) and the International
Paralympic Committee (IPC). It was originally the International Badminton Federation (IBF) which
was founded on 5 July, 1934, before being rechristened the Badminton World Federation in 2006.

The purpose and objectives of BWF include regulating, promoting, developing and popularising
the sport of badminton throughout the world and organising, conducting and presenting
international events at the highest level.

The BWF’s vision is to make badminton a leading global sport accessible to all - giving every child
a chance to play for life. Its mission is to lead and inspire all stakeholders; to deliver entertainment
through exciting events to drive fan experience; and to create innovative, impactful and
sustainable development initiatives.

BWF has its headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, with 194 Member Associations worldwide.
Poul-Erik Hgyer is the BWF President and Thomas Lund is the BWF Secretary General.
Websites: www.bwfbadminton.com and www.bwfcorporate.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bwfbadminton
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